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from clients who can afford to bring matrimonial causes at their own
cost.
The Poor Persons Procedure does not apply to actions in a county
court, unless such action has been remitted thereto by the High
Court. This, however, does not appear to work undue hardship,
since fees are lower in the county court and the greater simplicity of
its cases and procedure makes it possible for parties to conduct their
own actions. The more substantial and complicated cases are usually
those remitted from the High Court and so falling under the rules
for poor persons.
In criminal cases no such ekborate procedure exists. The Poor
Prisoners Defence Act of 1930 and rules made thereunder permit a
prisoner desiring legal aid to apply to the court before which he
appears, whether petty sessions, quarter sessions, or assizes. If the
application succeeds, solicitors (and counsel, where necessary) are
assigned from lists, held by the clerk of the court, of those who are
willing to appear. A greater discretion in determining the limits of
poverty is allowed than under the civil rules. Whatever the result of
the trial, the costs of the defence (as of the prosecution) are paid from
local funds, solicitors and counsel receiving their fees, subject to
rather low maxima,1 and also any reasonable expenses. Although the
work involved is sometimes considerable, the beneficiaries are usually
appreciative of what has been done for them, and in spite of the low
remuneration there appears to be no kck of counsel willing to under-
take the defence of poor persons in criminal cases, which, of course,
receive much greater publicity than attends civil proceedings. Also,
by the custom of the Bar, a prisoner who can find one guinea may
claim from the dock the services of any counsel present in court. It
should be remarked that many cases in the Area have also been con-
ducted by solicitors at reduced fees, or gratuitously, without the
defendant's having recourse to this formal procedure. One of the
chief activities of the probation officers consists in arranging for
the defence of prisoners who, as it is their first appearance in court,
are ignorant of legal formalities.
Although this is a matter of general rather than local interest, we
may pause a moment to note the different principles upon which
rests the help given to poor persons in civil and in criminal cases.
In the former the obligation to see that no injustice is done is accepted
solely by the legal profession, while in the latter it is assumed by the
community. Both systems now work smoothly on the whole, though
it would appear to be rather more difficult for a poor person, or even
1 i-e« £3 5^ &• for counsel, £5 for solicitors.

